James H. Lesar 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1231 FOURTH STREET. S. W. 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024 

Telephone (202) 484-6023 


January 21, 1973 


Dear Harold , 

The spectro petition for cert ♦ should be filed sometime Monday, 
a day ahead of the due date. I think I'm fairly well satisfied with 
it on the whole, though undoubtedly I will later spot improvements 
that could have been made. Right now I'm just glad to be done with it. 

It was a terribly exhausting week and I am just now beginning to recover 
from the illness that I've had for more than a week, which is a very 
long time for me to be 111. 

I checked Asnin and didn't find Judge Pratt saying what you 
thought he had said, so didn't use anything on it at this point. I 
also read LBJ's Fourth of July speech, but decided to leave it out. 

Main reasons: too easily dismissed as just that, Fourth of July 

oratory, and the quotable parts of it are too intertwined with references 
to national security and public interest, concepts which I wanted to 
avoid. Also, I felt the aesthetics of concluding with the Warren quote 
are much better if it is the only such quote. 

Should I send a copy of the spectro petition to Martin Waldron? 

(If, as you indicated, he's in St. Paul, it's probably in connection 
with the Indian leaders on trial there . ) 

I'm fairly optimistic about getting cert , in spectro, more so 
than Bud and the other lawyers with whom I've consulted. Of course, 
for me optimism is a kind of genetic defect, but I just find it hard 
to believe that the four strong dissents in Mink won't be terribly 
distraught of Danaher's opinion. (In the end, I suspect Danaher is 
our best ally.) This assumes that the political aspects of the problem 
have been overcome. A good article in the Washington Post or the Times 
would certainly help there. 

I filed John's petition with the Supreme Court Friday. 

Now that you've won the Baltimore end of your helicopter suit-- and 
heartiest congratulations there — I assume you want to hit the Washington 
end of it as soon as possible. If you want. I'll go talk with Sol Z • 
Rosen about it, or, if you want, I'll handle it myself. In any event, 

I think you ought to place priority on it and get . something initiated 
in court (after first approaching the Williams' firm) before the statute 
of limitations runs. Next time we meet I think we ought to lay most 
other matters aside and let me get a better grasp on what's involved. 
(I'll need copies of your correspondence with the Williams' firm and 
the judge's ruling on the limitations problem over in Baltimore and 
anything else that is relevant to the running of the statute.) 
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I was able to do a little spade work on the other lawsuits 
we've been talking about this weekend. By the time we get together 
next I may have done enough to recommend how we proceed. (In this 
regard, do you know of any surveillance or other Illicit activity 
against you by state or local officials working in conjunction with 
federal officials?) 


Hal Borland called and passed on word to get Rolling Stone 
and The Coven . Will do as soon as I get a chance. 



P.S. I finally found the biography of E.H.H. which I was to send to 
Jim White. I'll get if in the mail today. 



